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QUESTIONS? CONTACT OUR TECH LINE

EPA STATES

CARB STATES

CARB (California Air Resources Board) catalytic converters 

are engineered to comply with California’s rigorous 

emissions standards. These converters contain higher 

concentrations of precious metals, such as platinum, 

palladium and rhodium, to achieve superior emission 

reduction performance.

EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) catalytic converters 

are designed to meet federal emissions standards, which 

are less stringent than CARB.  As a result, they generally 

contain fewer precious metals and have a simpler catalyst 

structure.  While both types use similar materials, their 

effectiveness varies based on the specific regulatory 

requirements they are designed to meet.

CARB VS EPA Choose the Correct 
Emissions Solution!

Selling an EPA converter in CARB-compliant 

states is illegal and may result in fines. These 

states include California, Colorado, New York, 

and Maine, with Maine 

allowing EPA products 

only for pre-2001 

vehicles model year.
TR AINING VIDEOS

All US vehicles are required to have an 
Emission Control Information Label. It can be 
located on the underside of the vehicle’s hood, 
the radiator support, or on the strut tower. 

If the vehicle is California Emissions 
Certified, the label will reference 
“California,” “CARB,” or “ARB.”

Federally certified vehicles’ stickers 
will reference “Federal / EPA” 
compliance only.


